SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS 
FOR SUNDAY 15 MARCH 2020 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans as well as in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respec- 
tively on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The 
bulletin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio and text bulletins 
may be downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za. To join the 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news, today: 


THE SARL WEDNESDAY 80 M CLUB SPRINT ON 18 MARCH 


HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THE SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION 
ON 3 AND 4 APRIL? 


and 


ZS95SARL AT THE 2020 SECUNDA ARC FIELD DAY 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 


THE SARL WEDNESDAY 80 M CLUB SPRINT ON 18 MARCH 


The second leg of the 80 m Club Sprint takes place on Wednesday 18 March 
from 17:00 to 18:00 UTC with phone and CW activity. The exchange is an RS 
or RST report and your 4 figure grid square. You get 2 points for each QSO 
and 2 points for each new grid square worked. Make use of the Excel log sheet, 
available from the Contest page on the League website, and submit your log by 
23:59 CAT on Sunday 22 March to zs4bfn@mweb.co.za. Get the rules on page 
64 of the Blue Book. 


SARL NEWS VIA MAILCHIMP 


The Afrikaans and English SARL News Bulletins are being sent out in one e-mail 
using the Mailchimp system. The SARL website is not updated by Mailchimp, 
but Dennis, ZS4BS has created a repository for the News Bulletins since 1 March 
2020. Visit https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/ to download the English 
or Afrikaans bulletin. Please contact the SARL Secretary to join the mailing 
list. 


Mark Your 
Calendar 


Don't sit on the sidelines...Get involved! 


HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THE SARL NATIONAL CON- 
VENTION ON 3 AND 4 APRIL? 


The 2020 SARL National Convention will take place at the Wanderers Confer- 
ence facility in Hlovo, Johannesburg on 3 and 4 April - that is two weeks from 
now. On Friday 3 April the Convention starts with the SARL Unlocking Ama- 
teur Radio Technology Symposium and on Saturday 4 April, the SARL AGM 
and the SARL 95 Celebration and Awards Dinner Dance. The programme for 
the Symposium and the AGM is available in the 2020 National Convention 
Booklet. The Booklet and the Registration form is available on the front page 
of the League website. 


Have you registered for the Convention weekend? Please fill in the form and sub- 
mit it as soon as possible — even if you are only attending the AGM. Send your 
registration form to admin@sarl.org.za, artoday@sarl.org.za and secretary@Qsarl. 
org.za. 


“TIPS FOR NICO!” 


As mentioned in SARL News of 16 February, there are no motions for discussion 
at the AGM. Agenda point 11 for the AGM is Discussion Points and this is where 
your ‘Tip for Nico’ will be discussed. To date, four tips have been received, if 
you have a Tip for Nico, please send it by e-mail to secretary@sarl.org.za, the 
closing date is midnight on Wednesday 26 March 2020. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


ZS95SARL AT THE 2020 SECUNDA ARC FIELD DAY 


The Secunda Radio Club, ZS6SRC, will hold its annual Field Day week from 20 
to 29 March 2020 (during the school holidays) at the Trichardtfontein Dam, just 
outside Secunda. This is a perfect opportunity to gain experience in a simulated 
DXpedition. ZS6SRC and ZS95SARL plan to operate on HF - 160, 80, 40, 20, 
17, 15, 12 and 10 m and on VHF/UHF ~— 6 m and satellites (voice and digital) 
and QO-100 Satellite operation will also be available. 


The Club has the following items available for the raffle: a DT830B Digital 
Multimeter — R20 per ticket; a Diamond VX30 VHF/UHF antenna — R50 per 
ticket; an SDR Dongle - DVB-T+FM+DAB — R50 per ticket and a Raspberry 
PI Premium Starter Kit — R100 per ticket. The Starter Kit includes Raspberry 
Pi, Power Supply, HDMI Cable, Plastic Case and Micro SD Card. 


Tickets can be purchased in cash at the event from Gert Botha, ZS6GC or can 
be bought via EFT to the following bank account - Secunda Radio Club, First 
National Bank, Savings Account, 741 363 164 83, e-mail proof of payment and 
contact details to gertb@cybersmart.co.za and he will issue you with the ticket 
numbers bought. The draw will take place at 15:00 UTC on Saturday 28 March 
2020 by an independent person. EFT purchases will close at 16:00 on Friday 27 
March 2020 to enable consolidation. 


CLUB NEWS 


The April meeting of the Magalies Radio Amateur Club takes place on Saturday 
21 March at their Club House. Thys, ZS6MJM will discuss the very interesting 
subject of the NANO Vector Network Analyser. Get all the information on the 
Club website at www.zs6mrk.org. 


The Bloemfontein Amateur Radio Club will be meeting on Saturday 21 March 
at 15:00 at the Club House at CBC School in Waverley Road. Call-in on the 
600 Naval Hill repeater. Following a silent key and transfers, a new committee 
needs to be elected. 


CONTEST RESULTS 


The Contest committee received four logs for the SARL RTTY Contest held in 
February. One of the logs was a check log. The results are as follows: 


1st Phillip van Tonder, ZS6PVT - 26 points 
2nd the Port Elizabeth ARS, ZS2PE - 11 points 
3rd Charles Le Roux, ZS1CF - 7 points 
Congratulations, Phillip! 


The Contest committee received thirty-three logs for the SARL95 40 Club Sprint 
held on Saturday 29 February. Two of the logs were check logs. The results are: 


1st the West Rand ARC — 564 points from 20 logs 
2nd the Boland ARC — 154 points from 4 logs 

3rd the Bo-Karoo ARC — 88 points from 4 logs 
4th the Magalies ARC — 32 points from 2 logs 

5th the Bloemfontein ARC — 24 points from 1 log 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to remain 
at low levels. There are currently no sunspots visible. If you want to do your 
own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week 
will be around one. The 15 to 30 m bands will, especially late afternoon, 


provide some good DX fun. For more information, please visit the website: 
spaceweather.sansa.org.za 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today — the SARL VHF/UHF Analogue Contest and the RSGB Commonwealth 
contest 


17 March — The first 1820 Settlers arrive in Cape Town, St Patrick’s Day and 
the Highway ARC meeting 


18 March — The SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Sprint 
20 March — Autumn equinox and provincial schools close 


21 March — Human Rights Day, the Bloemfontein ARC and the Magalies RAC 
meetings 


20 — 29 March — ZS95SARL at the Secunda ARC Field Day 
21 and 22 March —- The BARTG HF RTTY contest 

28 March — The Cape Town ARC meeting 

28 and 29 March — The CQ WPX SSB Contest 

31 March — The provincial schools open 

2 April — The SARL 80 m QSO Party 

3 and 4 April — The 2020 SARL National Convention 

4 April — The RaDAR Challenge 


To conclude our bulletin, a quick overview of our main news item: 


The second leg of the 80 m Club Sprint takes place on Wednesday 18 March 
from 17:00 to 18:00 UTC with phone and CW activity. The exchange is an RS 
or RST report and your 4 figure grid square. You get 2 points for each QSO 
and 2 points for each new grid square worked. Make use of the Excel log sheet, 
available from the Contest page on the League website, and submit your log by 
23:59 CAT on Sunday 22 March to zs4bfn@mweb.co.za. Get the rules on page 
64 of the Blue Book. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the news inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly amateur radio 
program, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 Central African Time. The program 
can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower 
side-band. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY can be heard on Monday evenings 
at 19:30 Central African Time on 3 620 kHz. We welcome your signal reports, 
comments and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 
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Mailchimp, but Dennis, ZS4BS has created a repository for the News Bulletins 
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HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THE SARL NATIONAL CONVENTION 
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The 2020 SARL National Convention will take place at the Wanderers Confer- 
ence facility in ovo, Johannesburg on 3 and 4 April, that is two weeks from 
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at the AGM. Agenda point 11 for the AGM is Discussion Points and this is where 
your ‘tip for Nico’ will be discussed. To date four tips have been received, if 
you have a Tip for Nico, please send it by e-mail to secretary@sarl.org.za, the 
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The Secunda Radio Club, ZS6SRC, will hold its annual Field Day week from 20 
— 29 March 2020 (during the school holidays) at the Trichardtfontein Dam, just 
outside Secunda. This is a perfect opportunity to gain experience in a simulated 
DXpedition. ZS6SRC and ZS95SARL plan to operate on HF - 160, 80, 40, 20, 
17, 15, 12 and 10 m and on VHF/UHF - 6 m and satellites (voice and digital) 
and QO-100 Satellite operation will also be available. 


The Club has the following items available for the raffle: a DT830B Digital 
Multimeter — R20 per ticket; a Diamond VX30 VHF/UHF antenna — R50 per 
ticket; a SDR Dongle - DVB - T+FM+DAB — R50 per ticket and a Raspberry 
PI Premium Starter Kit — R100 per ticket. The Starter Kit includes Raspberry 
Pi, Power Supply, HDMI Cable, Plastic Case and Micro SD Card. 


Tickets can be purchased in cash at the event from Gert Botha, ZS6GC or can 
be bought via EFT to the following bank account - Secunda Radio Club, First 
National Bank, Savings Account, 741 363 164 83, e-mail proof of payment and 
contact details to gertb@cybersmart.co.za and he will issue you with the ticket 
numbers bought. The draw will take place at 15:00 UTC on Saturday 28 March 
2020 by an independent person. EFT purchases will close at 16:00 on Friday 27 
March 2020 to enable consolidation. 


CLUB NEWS 


The April meeting of the Magalies Radio Amateur Club takes place on Saturday 
21 March at their Club House. Thys, ZS6MJM will discuss the very interesting 
subject of the NANO Vector Network Analyser. Get all the information on the 
Club website at www.zs6mrk.org. 


The Bloemfontein Amateur Radio Club will be meeting at 15:00 on Saturday 
21 March at the Club House at CBC School in Waverley Road. Call-in on the 
600 Naval Hill repeater. Following a silent key and transfers, a new committee 
needs to be elected. 


CONTEST RESULTS 


The Contest committee received four logs for the SARL RTTY Contest held in 
February. One of the logs was a check log. The results are as follows: 


1st Phillip van Tonder, ZS6PVT - 26 points 


24 the Port Elizabeth ARS, ZS2PE - 11 points 
3™¢ Charles Le Roux, ZS1CF - 7 points 
Congratulations, Phillip! 


The Contest committee received thirty-three logs for the SARL 95 40 Club 
Sprint held on Saturday 29 February. Two of the logs were check logs. The 
results are as follows: 


1°t the West Rand ARC — 564 points from 20 logs 
24 the Boland ARC — 154 points from 4 logs 

3' the Bo-Karoo ARC — 88 points from 4 logs 
4*h the Magalies ARC — 32 points from 2 logs 

5* the Bloemfontein ARC — 24 points from 1 log 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to remain 
at low levels. There are currently no sunspots visible. If you want to do your own 
frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be 
around one. The 15 to 30 m bands will, especially late afternoon, provide some 
good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further 
information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today — the SARL VHF/UHF Analogue contest and the RSGB Commonwealth 
contest 


17 March — the first 1820 Settlers arrive in Cape Town, St Patrick’s Day and 
the Highway ARC meeting 


18 March — the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Sprint 
20 March — Autumn equinox and provincial schools close 


21 March — Human Rights Day, the Bloemfontein ARC and the Magalies RAC 
meetings 


20 — 29 March — ZS95SARL at the Secunda ARC Field Day 
21 and 22 March — the BARTG HF RTTY contest 

28 March — the Cape Town ARC meeting 

28 and 29 March — the CQ WPX SSB Contest 

31 March — the provincial schools open 


2 April — the SARL 80 m QSO Party 


3 and 4 April — the 2020 SARL National Convention 
4 April — the RaDAR Challenge 
To conclude our bulletin, a quick overview of our main news item: 


The second leg of the 80 m Club Sprint takes place on Wednesday 18 March 
from 17:00 to 18:00 UTC with phone and CW activity. The exchange is a RS 
or RST report and your 4 figure grid square. You get 2 points for each QSO 
and 2 points for each new grid square worked. Make use of the Excel log sheet, 
available from the Contest page on the League web site, and submit your log by 
23:59 CAT on Sunday 22 March to zs4bfn@mweb.co.za. Get the rules on page 
64 of the Blue Book. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the news inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly amateur radio 
program, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 Central African Time. The program 
can be heard on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower 
side-band. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY can be heard on Monday evenings 
at 19:30 Central African Time on 3 620 kHz. We welcome your signal reports, 
comments and suggestions; please send these by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, edited 
by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 
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